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Abstract
Drug abuse is considered a serious crime against the life of the individual, and it
is a crime that threatens the basic interests of society. Therefore, most criminal
legislations, including the Iraqi legislator, have tended to criminalize it because it
constitutes a blatant assault on an interest that the law protects. The reasons
leading to drug abuse may differ according to their role and importance with
regard to the addict or drug user. The factor may be the poor upbringing that the
addict received from his parents, which plays a major role in pushing him to
addiction or drug abuse. The environmental or school factor, through
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accompanying bad friends, plays a major role in drug abuse. The pressures of
working long hours, which in turn causes physical abuse, or due to the pressure of
the administration and its treatment, which may also push some to drug abuse in
order to escape the psychological pressure and tense atmosphere resulting from
that. As for the types of drugs, they are either natural or chemically
manufactured. On the other hand, drug abuse or addiction leaves economic,
political, moral, religious and social impacts that negatively affect the individual
and society alike. As for the methods of prevention and combating them, they are
through preventive means and intensifying the role of education and upbringing as
effective and successful means to combat the phenomenon of addiction or drug
abuse. There are also therapeutic methods that are resorted to combat drug abuse
through medical treatment, whether physical, psychological or mental, as these
methods aim to return them as good citizens in society. There are also state means
to combat drugs through monitoring and following up on drug trafficking and the
crimes resulting from it, and these means are activated by concluding agreements
between countries with the aim of eliminating drug trafficking .
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